
1st. In the evaporation of water from the cane-juice, is sugar an ele-
ment, to be found in definite proportions with vapor 1

2d. If such be the fact, is the saccharine matter, when inhaled, ab-
sorbed by the blood ?

«3d. Jf so, does the act constitute a process of nutrition ; and, ergo,
can the lungs be made to do the work of the stomach ?

4th. Admitting ûk-first proposition, is there evidence, aside from Dr.
C.'s case, that the inhalation of sugar acts favorably as a local stimulant,
in healing an abraded surface, or in causing the absorption of tubercle,
&c. ? Geo. Hoyt, M.D.

Boston, December, 1854.

DEATH FROM OLD AGE\p=m-\OR NATURAL DEATH.

The following account of death from old age, by the distinguished di-
vine, Dr. A. L. P. Green, of Nashville, will be read with great interest
by every student of nature. The death of Aunt Phillis, as the doctor
beautifully expresses it, was truly a " natural death," for death from
disease is not according to nature, but might truly be classed under the
head of " accidents " or '' casualties."—Éd. Nashville Med. Journal.

Dr. Eve. Dear Sir,—I promised you that I would furnish you with
some of the facts connected with the last days of Aunt Phillis, an old
negro woman of mine who died last fall. Aunt Phillis was at the time
of her death, at the lowest estimate, 111 years old, and the probability
is that she was several years older. For fifty years she has enjoyed un-

interrupted health, and as far as I have been able to learn, she was

never sick in her life except at the birth of her children. For thirty
years of her life, and down to within three years of her death, she did
not seem to undergo the slightest change in her appearance, time exer-

cising litlle power over her. The first sign of decay was that of sight,
which took place about three years before her death ; up to that time
she was in the full enjoyment of all her senses, and at 104 years would
have married an old negro man of 75 if I had not objected. Her sight
failed not in the usual way, but she became near-sighted, not being able
to see objects at a distance. Soon after this, her hearing declined, but
up to the time of her death she could still hear better than old persons
generally do. The first indication of mental failure was that of locality,
she not being able to find her way to a neighbor's house, yet her me-

mory seemed perfect in all other respects. She recollected her friends
and old acquaintances, but could not find her way to their houses. I
at first supposed that this was owing to defective sight, but on examina-
tion found it was in the mind. Still her locomotion was good—she had
the full use of herself, and could walk strong and quick like a young
person, and held herself up so straight, that when walking from me I
often took her for some one of the younger servants about the premises.
The next, and to me the most singular sign of decline, was that she
lost the art of walking—not that she had not strength enough to walk,
but forgot how to walk. The children would lead her forth and interest
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her for a while, and she would get the idea which seemed to delight
her very much, and she would walk about the yard and porches until
some person would tell her she had walked enough—but she would no
sooner take her seat and sit for a few moments, before all idea of walk-
ing would be gone, and she would have to be taught over again. At
length she became unwilling to try to walk unless she had hold on some-

thing ; take her by the arm and she would walk, and walk well, but
just as soon as you would let her go she would stop, and if no further
aid was afforded her she would get down and crawl like a child ; and
at length became so fearful that she refused to walk altogether, and con-

tinued to sit up during the day, but had to be put to bed and taken up
like a child. After a while she became unwilling to try to get up
altogether, and continued to lie until she died. All this time she
seemed to be in good health, took her regular meals, and her stomach
and bowels were uniformly in good condition. I often examined her
the best I could, and she had no pains, no sickness, no aches of any
kind, and from her own account, and from all that 1 was able to learn,
she was in good health and all the while in fine spirits. The intellect
and the mind seemed to be perfectly good, only that she did not seem
to know where she was all the time. At length one of the children said
to me that Aunt Phillis was getting cold, and on examining her I found
it even so ; the extremities were cold—still she took her regular meals,
and did not complain of anything, and the only change that I recollect
of, was that she slept a little more than usual. The coldness increased
for two days, when she became as cold almost as a dead person. Her
breathing began at length to shorten, and grew shorter and shorter till
she ceased to breathe. Death closed in upon her like going into a soft,
sweet sleep, and for two minutes it was difficult to tell whether she was

breathing or not. There was no contortion, no struggle, no twisting of
the muscles, but after death she might have still been taken on a slight
examination to have been in a deep sleep. So passed away Phillis—the
only natural death I ever witnessed.—Nashville (Tenn.) Med. Journal.

PROBABLE CASE OF POISONING FROM A SLIGHT ABRASION BY
THE THUMB NAIL.

BY W. D. MAULL,M.D., GEORGETOWN, DEL.

The impression of the poisonous nature of the nails of the fingers and
thumbs, has obtained with many outside the profession, and plausible
cases occasionally arise, which favor strongly the received impression,
though it is difficult to conceive in what manner these horny appenda-
ges of the skin, in their formation identical with the epidemia, can by
wounding any part of the body, convey into the system a poison which
shall manifest itself generally over the surface. But notwithstanding
this view, in our practice we have met with a case which we can rea-

sonably attribute to no other cause than an abrasion or scratch from the
thumb nail.
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